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SUMMARY

The Public Records Modernization Trust Fund was
created for use of court clerksto modernize their
records systems. An additiona service charge for
specified instrument filings was provided as a
dedicated revenue source. The clerksare required to
file areport with the President of the Senate and
Speaker of the House of Representatives detailing
recei ptsto and expenditures from the trust fund by
December 1, 1999. Thetrust fund isscheduled for
repeal in November 2000 and must be reviewed by
the Legislature prior to that date.

Based on FY 1994-95 dataand projectionsfor FY's
1995-96 through FY 1998-99, thereisacontinuing
need for asource of funding. However, these funds
could be provided for through the Uniform Chart of

Accounts instead of a dedicated trust fund.
|

BACKGROUND

Section 28.24, Florida Statutes requires that an
additiona service charge be paid tothe clerks of the
circuit court for modernizing the public records
system of the individual offices. For each of the
insrumentsrequired to befiled with the clerk (except
judgments and notices of lis pendens) the service
chargeis $1.00 for the first page and $.50 for each
additiona page.

The fees collected by the clerks are deposited in the
Public Records Modernization Trust Fund (PRMTF)
whichisto beused“...exclusvely for equipment and
mai ntenance of equipment, personnel training, and
technical ass stancein modernizing thepublicrecords
system of the office.” In those counties where the
duty of maintaining officia recordsexistsinan office

other than the clerk, the clerk is entitled to retain 25
percent of the of funds deposited in the trust fund.

The clerksare required to file reports on the Satus of
thetrust fund, itemizing expenditures made from the
trust fund and the percentage of funds expended for
equipment, maintenance of equipment, personnel
training, and technica assstance. Thelast report was
filed asrequired by December 1, 1995 and the next
report is due no later than December 1, 1999. By
law, the authorization for the PRMTF expires on
November 4, 2000, and is scheduled for legidative
review prior to that date.

METHODOLOGY

TheFloridaAssociation of Court Clerksiscurrently
inthe process of surveying its membersto determine
the receipts and expendituresto and from the trust
fund sincethelast report in preparation of submission
by the December 1, 1999 deadline. This report
reviews the data from the 1995 report along with
relevant statutes and the Uniform Chart of Account
provisions.

FINDINGS

Statewide, the ending balance from Fiscal Y ear
1993-94 carried forward into the subsequent fiscal
year was$21.7 million. Asmight be expected, the
rangeisquitelarge- from zeroin severa countiesto
$2.4 million in Hillsborough County.

For Fiscal Year 1994-95 (the last year for which
actua dataare provided, the PRMTF data show that
countiesintota collected $7.9 million - ranging from
$2,173 in Liberty County to over $880,000 in
Broward County. Expenditures follow a similar
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pattern - ranging from no expendituresin severa
counties to $2.7 million in Miami-Dade County.

Statewide Fiscal Year 1994-95 expenditures and
encumbrances exceeded the amount collected in that
year by approximately $1.1 million, drawing down
theavailablebalance. Sincethe statutory provisons
have the effect of limiting expenditures to non-
recurring expenditures, thisis not problematic.

If the projected revenues and expenditures
materialize, however, that could be problematic for
the solvency of the trust fund. Based on the
December 1995 report, projected expenditureswill
exceed the available resources by approximately
$12.1 million. Obvioudy, sincethe expendituresare
discretionary in nature and probably reflect the
clerks desires aswell as needs, no deficit of this
magnitude will materialize. However, this does
indicate that there may be a continuing need for a
dedi cated funding sourceto support modernization of
clerks' record systems.
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The need for adedi cated funding source, however,
doesnot necessarily mean that adedicated trust fund
IS necessary to account for recel pts and expenditures.
It is unknown at this time whether the individual
clerks offices are coding al receipts to and
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Table 1
93-94 Bal 94-95 Rev  94-95 Exp
422,978 78,216 368,490
7,110 6,686 400
46,360 64,455 55,162
(7,770) 7,900
715,132 234,385 352,139
2,310,937 880,780 553,481
5,158 4,554
73,143 73,143
114,545 54,779 122,678
66,754 55,007 67,382
579,377 205,100 28,959
11,063 28,134 6,268
2,118,854 869,266 2,674,474
17,527 11,060 22,334
13,268 5,950 11,706
724,876 315,664 521,408
232,491 126,717 147,596
46,878 27,754 19,214
4,172 10,840 7,400
12,081 14,025
10,372 6,069 14,362
5,788 3,883 3,895
29,858 6,119
7,533 4,037 5,200
33,084 11,639 3,096
29,454 13,042 26,742
135,818 64,627 50,269
297,318 48,862 178,706
2,433,430 518,560 394,645
18,912 5,543
307,693 68,461 93,576
33,663 15,577
20,170 4,866 6,715
4,400 6,867 1,495
417,710 116,569 16,209
273,838 254,592 322,474
454,934 126,723 110,689
30,212 18,684 36,900
11,793 2,173 8,738
14,742 6,244 1,216
626,467 155,989 129,612
470,022 134,702 23
124,324 66,099 92,365
276,300 75,789 53,058
110,654 23,904
228,961 80,470
29,054 15,522 46,935
1,611,328 520,272 78,069
213,116 137,749 241,615
1,573,042 585,609 679,939
407,349 150,216 393,456
812,382 440,204 265,249
1,060,780 232,149 268,587
11,366 28,574
31,074 101,764 48,653
113,641 93,043 26,006
59,372 59,372
757,338 214,217 14,119
736,502 153,615 87,204
35,766 17,389 20,454
12,270 16,463 21,609
24,871 6,434 4,827
3,423
385,824 202,808 215,090
18,852 15,016 26,313
11,357 32,446
34.491 8.369
21,729,244 7,946,165 9,079,715
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expenditures from the PRMTF similarly and
accurately. However, the Uniform Chart of
Accounts (UCA)' is a means to maintain
accountability of receiptsand expendituresfor public
records modernization without the use of adedicated
trust fund. Use of the UCA would require that the
fees be deposited in another fund available to the
clerks. Additionally, in order to maintain
accountability and fulfill thereporting requirementsfor
state purposes, each clerk will have to record al
financial datain the same way.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Assuming that actual receipts and expenditure
data to be included in the December 1, 1999
report indicate a continuing high level of activity
for publicrecordsmodernization, thededicated
fee should not be abolished.

2. ThePublic Records M odernization Trust Fund

be abolished and the Florida Association of
Court Clerks should provide training to its
members so that revenues and expenditures
related to public records modernization are
coded in accordance with the provisions of the
Uniform Chart of Accounts.

! Duringthe 1995 L egidative Session, Chapter 95-400, Lawsof Florida, was passed creating aUniform Chart
of Accounts (UCA) to account for and report financial datafor circuit and county courts and justice-rel ated

agencies of the executive branch.
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